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STAR Community Rating System
Goal Areas & Objectives are mapped and rated in the online system, helping 

local leaders set goals and measure progress across areas. 



Transportation

 Houston Drives Electric

 4th largest municipal hybrid fleet in the nation

 Houston Fleet Share – EV car sharing for employees

 Anti-idling policy for municipal vehicles



Transportation

 Houston B-Cycle – bike share

 Bicycle Master Plan  www.houstonbikeplan.org

 Park Connector – downtown cycle track

http://www.houstonbikeplan.org/








Bayou Greenways 2020
 1,500 additional acres of 

greenspace and parkland, 

uniting 9 bayous

 150 miles of connected, 

continuous, safe, off-street 

trails

 6 out of 10 Houstonians will 

live within a 1.5 miles of the 

trails

 Mitigates stormwater runoff, 

flooding, enhances water 
quality

 $215 million project (PPP)



Sustainable Food Policy/Initiatives

 City Gardens and Farmers Market

 Healthy Houston Initiative
 Sunday Streets 

Oct 4 – Nov 1 – Dec 13

 Food desert identification

 Healthy Corner Store Initiative

www.gohealthyhouston.org

http://www.gohealthyhouston.org/




Municipal Energy Efficiency Programs



Building and Energy Codes

 Residential Energy 

Code

 Solar ready homes for 

new construction

 Tiny House 

Development 
Guideline









Motivations

 Economic Investment

 Energy Use

 Water Use

 Energy-Water Nexus

 Competing Water Issues

 Air Pollution

 Energy Efficiency Resource Standards (EERS)

 Energy Efficiency is cheaper than other sources



Municipal Benchmarking Efforts

 City of Houston released 
energy benchmarking 

data for +5 million square 

feet of municipal buildings

 Interactive map displays 

building information and 

2013 site EUIs

 Website provides 

information and resources 

about EE and 

benchmarking best 

practices

www.HoustonCityEnergyProject.org

http://www.houstoncityenergyproject.org/


Better Buildings Challenge

Goal: 20% energy savings by 2020, baseline 2008

 30 million square feet committed

 Better Buildings Accelerator Programs

 Energy Data Access Accelerator

 Energy Savings Performance Contracting Accelerator

http://www4.eere.energy.gov/challenge/
http://www4.eere.energy.gov/challenge/
https://ourgreenenergyfuture.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/energy-star-logo.png
https://ourgreenenergyfuture.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/energy-star-logo.png


Houston Green Office Challenge

 Recognizes high performers

 Encourages action through voluntary 

program

 Allows city to assess needs of market and 

test incentive initiatives

 Inspires management and tenants to 

work together on sustainability initiatives

www.HoustonGOC.org

&

Tenants: Houston Green Office Challenge

Property Owners & Managers: IREM ® Sustainable Property Challenge

http://www.houstongoc.org/


Existing Building Energy and 
Water Efficiency



PACE Financing

How it works



EEB Houston

www.EEB Houston.org

http://www.houstoncityenergyproject.org/


GreenHouston App

 Encouraging 

individual actions

 Actions for the 

home and office

 Gamification-

friendly competition 

with friends, family, 

coworkers 

1. Buzz a pin 2. Post on social media 3. Raise your score!



www.greenhoustontx.gov

www.houstongoc.org
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